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MYSTERY PICTURE DIRECTIONS
This graph art activity book is a compilation of kindergarten-first grade level pictures which are
designed to fit graph paper squares. The child colors in the squares on graph paper according
to directions on a direction sheet and a mystery picture appears.

OBJECTIVES 
1. beginning reading skills 4. small motor coordination

(left-right, top-bottom sequence) 5. following specific directions
2. beginning graphing skills 6. concentration on a task
3. transference 7. paying attention to details

DIRECTIONS
1. Reproduce a blank graph sheet and a mystery picture directions sheet for each child.
2. The child should not see the answer key picture prior to doing the activity.
3. The teacher should demonstrate to the class how to follow the directions and should

provide opportunity for practicing first. The first four designs in this book are meant to
help the child learn how to do this activity.

SAMPLE: ROW 1 - Color 6 1 1 means;

In row 1 color the first six squares blue; divide the next
square and color the bottom triangle red and color
the top triangle orange according to the color key. Do
the same to the next square .

4. The child should cross out each direction as it is
completed, and should fold back or cover each row on
the directions sheet as it is completed.

5. Any additional features shown in the answer key picture
should be added to the completed design, e.g. add
eyes, nose, whiskers.

HELPFUL TEACHING HINTS:
1. This activity can be done independently with a higher

ability level group or it can be done with young children as a group activity under the
direct guidance of the teacher and handled as a week-long project (one or two rows a
day). Independence comes with practice.

2. Extra graph sheets should be available, because errors might be made on first attempts.
3. Each child’s paper should be hidden from others’ view while working so that another child

will not see the picture before he figures it out himself.
4. The designs having white as one of their colors should be reproduced on manila colored

paper so the white will show.
5. The colored finished product will be most attractive if:

a. the child colors solidly with crayons or marking pens and stays in the lines 
b. the child does not outline the squares 
c. the child blends together squares of the same color.
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COLOR KEY:
R = Red Y = Yellow B = Blue PL = Purple BK = Black
PK = Pink G = Green LB = Light Blue BR = Brown GY = Gray
O = Orange LG = Light Green T = Tan W = White
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