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Language Arts Persuasion

A New Product! (cont.)

Advertising 
Campaign Checklist

The Writing

❏ I have painted a picture with my words.

❏ I have told the reader why he or she should buy my product.

❏ I have explained what it is and why it is important.

❏ I have told where to buy it.

❏ I have written a paragraph that will make people excited about
my product.

❏ I have rewritten my ad, revising and improving it.

The Art

❏ I have made my product appealing by presenting it in eye-
catching colors.

❏ I have designed a poster that makes my product appear
exciting.

❏ I have presented my product clearly in my poster.
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Language Arts Journalism and Editing

Interviews
Interviews and profiles of famous people are a popular form of journalism. You will be
interviewing a classmate, and, in turn, your classmate will interview you. First, make a list of
interesting questions. The usual questions like, where were you born, what is your favorite
color and how many brothers and sisters do you have are fine but think of some unusual
questions, too. After you have plenty of questions (try to have about 10–15), get together with
a partner and take turns interviewing each other. Write the responses quickly and, after the
interview is over, take your notes and write a story about your partner and include the most
interesting facts. Your interview should be at least one page. When you are finished, your
teacher may want to collect the interviews and put them into a classroom book, complete with
a photograph. He or she may also ask you to introduce your partner to the rest of the class
by sharing some of the things you learned in your interview.

Here are some interview questions to add to the ones that you come up with.

• If you were an animal, what animal would you be?

• What is your favorite season of the year, and why?

• If you could paint your entire house inside and out with one color,
what would it be and why?

• When you have children, what will you name them?

• If you could only have one book for the rest of your life, what book
would you choose?

• If you were a car, what car would you be?

• What food do you hate the most?

• Do you like to climb trees?  Why or why not?

• What is the most unusual place you have ever been?

• What is the most embarrassing thing that has ever happened to you?

• What chore do you dislike the most?

• What famous person would you like to meet?

• Who do you look like the most, your mom or your dad?

• What is your favorite song and why?

• What would you like to change about yourself?

• Do you think you will be famous some day?  For what?
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Language Arts Journalism and Editing

Editing
Editing is an important job. Your writing will be better if you learn to edit, and you can help
others improve their writing with your editing help. Asking a friend to edit your stories is also
important because he or she may find things that you missed. After you have completed the
activities on pages 27 and 28, trade stories with a partner to edit each other’s work. Use the
checklist below, and the editing marks on page 26 to help you remember how to edit.

Steps Toward Good Self-Editing

1. Don’t worry about perfection on a first draft.
When you first sit down to write, just let it all come out. Don’t worry about how good it
is or whether you have used the perfect verb. Just get it all down before you forget it,
and then put it away until later.

2. Read aloud what you have written.
Reading aloud what you have written lets you hear it in much the same way someone
else will read it. Is it smooth?  Does it say what you want it to say?  Have you
included the facts you want to include?  If it’s a story, do your characters seem like real
people?

3. Start cutting and rewriting.
Use active verbs. Cut out verbs which begin with was, were, is, had been, seemed to
be, and did. Don’t use the word that if you can get by without it. Don’t use verbs with
-ly words. Be specific.

Instead of saying
Marilyn was climbing slowly up the steep hill.  She was panting.

write
Marilyn struggled up the hill, lungs gasping, heart pounding.

4. When writing a story, use good dialogue.
Let the reader get to know a character by what that character says and by what other
characters say to him or her or about him or her.

5. Cut and rewrite some more.
Take out any word that doesn’t have to be there. Don’t say the same thing twice.
Check for spelling and grammar mistakes. Spell checkers are helpful, but they will not
tell you when you have used the wrong word: here for hear, form for from, for example.

6. Ask a friend to read what you have written.
Sometimes another person can see something that needs to be changed which you
fail to see.
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Language Arts Journalism and Editing

Editing (cont.)

Use this page as a reference when you revise and edit a story or article.

My dog done came home.

poison oak gives me a rash.

That Movie is my favorite.

Ice sundae

I fell down you helped me.

Because we were late.

Three little kitens sat in the tree.

My brother big is tall and skinny.

I love books

We ate chicken, potatoes and salad.

I’m in Johns class.

Come here! my mother said.

“Help me with my homework,” Mary
pleaded.  “No,” her mother replied.

postoffice

rain bow

The strange man shuffled along.

Editor’s Mark Meaning Example

Delete

Capitalize

Make lower case

Add a word

Run-on sentence

Sentence fragment

Spelling error

Reverse letters or words

Add a period

Add a comma

Add an apostrophe

Add quotation marks

Begin new paragraph

Make a space

Close the space

Do not delete (let what
was deleted remain)
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Language Arts Journalism and Editing

Editing (cont.)

Editing Practice
Edit the following Native American story.  For help, you can refer to your chart of editor’s marks.

this is a very sad story because it is about two people who love each other

very much and want to marry but they have never been able to do so.

sun loves moon more than life itself he knows she is the most beautiful

being ever seen on earth sun would give everything he has if only he could win

her for his wife alas the one time he asked her to marry him she said oh yes i will

marry you but there is one thing you must do first

anything sun answered i will do anything you say for i love you very much

just tell me what it is

moon told him to prove your love for me you must bring me a gift that fits

me exactly

what gift would you like me to bring

it can be anything to wear but it must fit me exactly moon replied.

time and time again sun comes with a gift for moon to wear but one time the

gift is too small and the next time it is too large it is never exactly the right size

this happens each time sun comes with a gift for moon to wear so on and on sun

tries with gift after gift when you see sun crying you must know it is because he

loves moon more than anything but he can never marry her




