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Introduction

Children begin building a basic understanding of math concepts at a very young age. Their
environment is saturated with opportunities to use math. This easy-to-use math book was designed
to capitalize on these everyday opportunities and provide meaningful, creative math experiences for
young learners.

The lessons in the book were developed with a centers-approach to learning. Centers are an ideal
way to expose young children to meaningful, enjoyable math activities. Young children learn from
direct experiences where they have opportunities to explore. Most gain very little from a straight
lecture format. They learn best in a hands-on environment that allows them to interact with
materials, and with other children. Centers solidify skills introduced in whole-group time. Centers
also encourage the development of critical-thinking and decision-making skills.

A classroom with an established center format gives teachers more time for one-on-one interaction
with students, allows for different learning styles, and encourages positive interaction among students.
Centers give children an opportunity to explore, discover, practice, apply skills, and become
independent thinkers. Students are usually paired up or in small groups while working at centers.
This collaboration helps children learn to articulate thoughts and share approaches to solving
problems, as well as see solutions that may be quite different from their own.

Literacy Centers for Math Skills provides developmentally appropriate, hands-on activities that enrich
a child’s level of math comprehension while meeting current kindergarten benchmarks and standards.
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A Class Act

Objective
@ Students will develop logical thinking by arranging pictures into
/’N—/ groups of attributes. They will justify and explain the reasoning
used with their self-portraits.

Materials
* class portrait template (page 10)
* attribute chart (page 13)

* age-appropriate recording sheets
(pages 12 and 14)

¢ crayons
 vocabulary cards (page 15)

Arrangement
1. Copy one class portrait template and one recording sheet for each student.
2. Introduce the attribute chart to the class.

3. Allow time for the entire class to complete their features on the face template (eye
color and hair color).

Presentation

This center encourages the understanding of sorting based on individual attributes
(characteristics). Students will identify different attributes (such as eye color and hair
color) of classmates by comparing each of the portraits (previously drawn by the
students). They will sort one attribute at a time. Discuss the different color possibilities
for hair (red, brown, black, and blond) and eyes (blue, hazel, green, and brown) and give
examples.

Explain to students that they will sort the portraits into groups of the same attribute.
Then they will count the number of students in each group by using one-to-one
correspondence and number representation on the given recording sheet. Be sure to
demonstrate how to record responses on the

appropriate recording sheet.

Extension Vocabulary

: 3\

Allow students to create a comparison pattern 'A ) attributes
by having one cube symbolize an attribute i compare
from the self-portraits. For example, assign a ' count 5
| |

blue cube for each blond student. For each 4 different ’
student with brown eyes, assign a brown . same !
cube. Students connect the cubes; then % sort s
count the number of each attribute. ey -’

.--_‘
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A Class Act
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