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Safety

Safety Unit
This unit is focused on one specific area of safety, street signs.  These are important, real-world
symbols that all children must learn early in their lives.  Different stories and finger plays are
introduced to increase awareness of these signs.  Young children will learn what a traffic light looks
like, what the colors on it represent, and most importantly, what to do at a traffic light!  The last pages
of the section include a variety of street signs to review with students.

Teaching Tip
The focus of this unit is on the Safety Poem (page 18) and its meaning.  Be certain to really emphasize
the three colors in the traffic light.  After you have introduced all the stories and poems, ask the
children to retell them, making certain they focus on the colors.  Have different sizes of red, yellow, and
green circles available.  Encourage the students to use the circles in their own safety storytelling.  

Art Activity
Colored Play Dough

Ingredients for each color:
3 cups flour (additional flour for kneading)
powdered drink mix (you will need a packet of red, yellow, and green)
2 cups boiling water
3 tablespoons vegetable oil
1⁄2 cup salt

Directions:
1. Combine flour and the red powdered drink mix in a bowl.  Pour in boiling water.
2. Add oil and salt to mixture and let it cool. 
3. Knead the dough using additional flour if necessary.
4. Repeat the process to make yellow dough and again for green dough.
5. Store in separate, closed containers overnight.

To assemble the traffic light, assist each child in making three play dough balls.  Have each child smash
the balls on a black sheet of precut construction paper, using the rectangle pattern on 
page 19.  Allow the project to dry.  Glue the balls to the construction paper using a glue stick.

Supporting Children with Special Needs
Structure is critical to children with special needs.  They may find it challenging to be using the same
traffic light for five different poems.  Recite the “Safety Poem” every day the unit is discussed.  This
will reinforce the poem and allow for the required structure.  The “Safety Poem” is a wonderful way to
begin circle time or to transition to outdoor play.  You might even consider developing a large traffic
light to use as part of your classroom management system.  Put a marker of some sort on the
appropriate color.  You could mark green to go outside or red to stop working and clean up.  These
small connections will be appreciated by the learners with special needs. 

Enrichment
Have children take a safety walk around the school and neighborhood.  Say the “Safety Poem” at each
traffic light.  Note other signs along the way.  Have children create their own representative safety
poems as they learn about other safety issues—fire, earthquake, etc.
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Meeting the Standards: Safety Unit
Language Arts

• Comprehends what others are saying

• Demonstrates competency in speaking as a tool for learning

• Demonstrates competency in listening as a tool for learning

• Follows simple directions

• Identifies and sorts common color words into basic categories

• Listens

• Produces rhyming words in response to an oral prompt

• Recites familiar stories and rhymes with patterns

• Recites short stories

• Recognizes colors

• Responds to oral directions

• Responds to oral questions

• Retells familiar stories

• Understands that printed material provides information

• Uses picture clues to aid comprehension

• Uses picture clues to make predictions about content

Mathematics
• Conceptualizes one-to-one correspondences

• Connects math with other disciplines

• Copies and extends patterns

• Identifies shapes in the real world

• Uses pictorial communication

• Uses symbolic communication

Science
• Classifies

• Communicates

• Identifies objects by color and shape

• Identifies color in the real world

• Observes, identifies, and measures objects

• Predicts

• Problem-solves through group activities
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Safety Poem
(Begin by placing the black rectangle on the flannelboard.)

Red on top, and green below.
(Put the red circle at the top of the black rectangle and the green circle at the bottom.)

Red says, “Stop,” and green says, “Go!”
(Point to the red and green circles.)

Yellow says, “Wait,” even if you’re late.
(Place the yellow circle in the middle of the other two circles on the flannelboard.)

RED

YELLOW

GREEN

STOP

WAIT

GO
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Patterns for Safety Poem

1. Make one black rectangle.
2. Make one red circle.
3. Make one yellow circle.
4. Make one green circle.
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Today we are going to learn the “Safety Poem.”
(Place the black rectangle on the flannelboard. Have the red, yellow, and green circles ready.)

Red on top, and green below.
(Put the red circle at the top of the rectangle and the
green circle at the bottom.)

Red says, “Stop,” and green says, “Go.”
Yellow says, “Wait,” even if you’re late.
(Place the yellow circle in the middle of the other two
circles on the flannelboard.)

As Jimmy was walking home from school, he saw a bus carrying other children
home from school.  Would the bus driver know the poem?
(Place Jimmy and the bus on the flannelboard.)

Jimmy waited to see.  The light was yellow.  The bus slowed down.  The light was
red.  The bus stopped.  Someone in the bus waved to Jimmy.  The light turned
green.  The bus went on.  Yes, the bus driver knew the “Safety Poem.”  Let’s see
if you remember it.  
(Say the “Safety Poem” together as a class.)

Jimmy said, “When I grow up I want to drive a bus.”  Well, what is coming now?
Jimmy wondered.  It was a big trailer truck.  
(Remove the bus and put the trailer truck on the flannelboard.)

The light was green, but the truck did not go
faster.  The light was yellow.  The truck slowed
down.  The light was red.  It stopped.  Yes, the
truck driver knew the “Safety Poem.”  
(Repeat the “Safety Poem.”)

Jimmy said, “When I grow up I want to be a
trailer truck driver.” 
(Remove the trailer truck from the flannelboard.)

Jimmy waddled along.  Each time he came to a traffic light he watched to see if
things on wheels were driven by people who knew what to do.  All at once, he
saw a cement mixer.  
(Put the cement mixer on the flannelboard.) 

Safety

Red Says Stop
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